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INTRODUCTION

Have you considered how your choice of steel stud affects important factors such as:

1. Site safety — Is your chosen steel stud designed with safety features that dramatically
decrease the exposure to injury?

2. Project efficiencies — Does your chosen stud have features and benefits that assist
in faster installation?

3. The workmanship of your project — When installed, do these studs stack up as a
system that your reputation can stand on?

4. Compliance to NCC — Does your steel stud comply with the NCC requirements? Is it
even tested at all?

IS YOUR STEEL THE REAL DEAL?

With more and more light gauge steel products hitting the market in Australia, it is
important to know how to spot inferior products, especially those that are imported
from overseas.

Vigilance and knowledge on how to select the right steel stud can mean the difference
between a safe, profitable, quality project, and a costly project, that lacks quality and is
exposed to risk.

#TheRealRondo
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LETS BUST SOME COMMON MISCONCEPTIONS ABOUT INFERIOR LOCAL
AND IMPORTED LIGHT GRUGE STEEL PRODUCTS

‘It looks nice and shiny so it must be high quality’ — looks can be deceiving. The
coating and profile are generally not comparable to higher quality versions.

‘It feels nice and sturdy’ — Overseas manufacturers can reduce the thickness of the
coating and increase the thickness of the steel to give the illusion of quality and
strength, however the coating is the first and last line of defence against corrosion.

‘These cheaper ones will save me some money on this project’ — cheaper studs
usually mean an increase in costs related to labour, injury, and poor workmanship.

‘They provide a warranty, so I'm covered’ — Not all warranties are created equal.
Consider the terms of the warranty, its limitations, and its ability to be enforced.

HOW CAN THE CLEVER DESIGN OF A STEEL STUD MAKRE A DIFFERENCE?

When selecting the right one, a cleverly designed and manufactured stud can tick

off important factors. When compared to other Steel Stud brands on the market, our
Rondo Steel Stud possesses several superior features that provide additional protection,
efficiency, and peace of mind. These include:

Folded Hem

Folded hems, for added protection and strength -
the edges are folded along the entire length of the
Rondo steel stud, protecting hands from potentially
serious cuts and injury. Our high-tech roll-forming
technology allowed us to be the first to introduce a
hemmed stud profile back in 2009, which not only
improved site safety, it also increased stiffness of the
stud, preventing unwanted rotation.

Knurls, for better control and efficiency - cleverly
positioned for better contact with screws, our knurls
cradle the needlepoint of the screw, minimising
slipping and sliding of the screw when pressure is
applied. This allows for faster installation and helps
to prevent damage to nearby plasterboard and
potential injury.

Boxed Stud Arrangements - Our stud profile has been
designed to perfectly lock into each other, creating
the best boxed stud profile for door and window
openings.




Bellmouth service holes - punched into all 0.5-0.75 BMT Rondo Steel Studs, our
bellmouth service holes ensure that cables and pipes can be fed through without risk
of cuts or injury to installers. The flanged service holes are located at 600mm spacings,
including an extra service hole 150mm in from the top for cabling.

Further protection is provided post-construction, where the bellmouth’s smooth finish
prevents cables and pipes from being damaged during building movement.

This can prevent electrical wires from being stripped of their insulation, potentially
electrifying the wall. Similarly, bellmouth service holes can help prevent damage to
water pipes, preventing costly water leaks within the walls.

Let's take a closer look at a comparison of a Rondo bellmouth service hole vs an inferior
brand, both of which are currently sold on the Australian market.

Smooth edges of the Rondo Steel Rough, sharp edges of an inferior
Stud bellmouth service hole Steel Stud service hole

An appropriate zinc coating for protection - Rondo’s steel studs have a zinc coating
of Z275 (275 grams of zinc per m2) which ensures that the steel has an optimum zinc
coating that will continue to sacrifice itself to protect the base metal. The more zinc
applied to the product, the longer the base steel will be protected.

Samples of several imported steel products were sent to an independent laboratory, and
we found the zinc coating in the steel studs was equivalent to Z100.

Galvanized and Zinc/JAluminum steel coatings are part of the “active” group of coatings,
meaning the coating is designed as a sacrificial barrier to prevent corrosion of the steel
substrate.

Sometimes, a manufacturer can reduce the coating thickness but increase the base metal
thickness to reduce costs, which makes the product feel stronger, and give the illusion
that it is higher in quality than it is.



Let's take a closer look

Zinc Coating

Folded Hems

Knurls

Bellmouth Service Holes

AUSTRALIAN MADE

112 64mm Wall Stud

WHAT ABOUT COMPLIANCE TO THE NATIONAL CONSTRUCTION CODE
(NCC)?

The design of the steel stud systems in Recent failures of building parts have
all buildings in Australia needs to comply highlighted the need for vigilance in this
with the NCC Section B, for structural area, and good design practice starts
adequacy. with understanding the local conditions,

products, and compliance requirements.
This is achieved using the AS/NZS4600
design code, also referenced within the
NCC. Within AS/NZS4600, numerous
steel grades are specified including the
relevant Australian or New Zealand
Standards of acceptance and compliance.

The design code is complex and requires
intimate knowledge and experience to
interpret and master. It can take years to
develop these skills, not to mention the
additional codes relating to the imposed
actions on the building.



HOW CAN YOU BE SURE YOUR STEEL IS THE REAL DEAL?

Checklist Rondo Steel Stud

e Ensure the product is coming from a
manufacturer with a good reputation.

e Make sure the warranty provides adequate
coverage and is enforceable under Australian
consumer law.

e Don’t stop at comparing just steel prices.
Compare gauge, grade, zinc coating, profile,
features, and after sales support. You often
get what you pay for.

e Check for marking on the steel (or on
packaging) displaying B.M.T and Grade, which
manufacturers should be upfront about.

* Where possible, always support Australian
made.

THE RONDO QUALITY SIGNATURE

All Rondo studs come with clearly identifiable ink jetting, that marks our brand and
product details. Look for the ink jetting on your Rondo studs to ensure that the
product is genuinely Rondo.




AT RONDO WE HAVE TAREN EXTRA MEASURES TO ENSURE WE PROVIDE THE
BEST PRODUCTS, WITH A REY FOCUS 0N SUSTAINABILITY

We have developed a multi-product
Environmental Product Declaration (EPD). The
certification process took several years, and we
are proud to be able to provide access to it to
all our customers.

The Rondo EPD captures the family of products
sold by Rondo which are used to create the
framing within walls and ceilings.

The Rondo EPD provides to a customer the
Life Cycle Assessment (LCA) data for over 300
products and 53 product families (e.g., stud,
track, clips etc).

As Rondo sells products as part of a system, the
Rondo EPD will allow the customer to source
the LCA data by selecting the required part
numbers that make up the system within one
EPD.
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Environmental Product Declaration
for Rondo Products:
Ceiling, Wall Framing and Finishing

As a member of the Australian Steel Institute, Rondo’s business operations are audited
annually in terms of our environmental management.

Findings from our audit this year concluded that Rondo has ‘a very solid EMS culture,
awareness and commitment’ and that we are ‘demonstrating best practice and well
positioned to influence its supply chain as an industry leader’.Rondo was awarded with
a "PLATINUM” band achievement, which is a strong indication to the industry of our
commitment to environmental performance and our leadership in this area.

A WARRANTY YOU CAN COUNT 0N

Let’s face it, the one thing better than

a 10-year warranty is the confidence of
knowing that you may never need to use
it!

Rondo’s 10-year warranty offers the peace
of mind that you need, and our product
quality ensures that the likelihood of
needing to claim is minimal.

We are confident that our products will
perform to our exacting specifications,
because, who has the time to go back!

RONDO BUILDING SERVICES PTY LTD

WARRANTY
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DOES YOUR PROJECT REQUIRE A COMPLIANT WALL OR CEILING DESIGN?

Rondo Design Engineers offer complimentary design services, focused on providing
the very best design outcome that supports an optimised, value engineered result,
compliant and customised for each individual project.

Whilst it may take a few extra days to

have a fully customised and compliant ;
design using the correct internal

pressures, it can be years of rework costs,

liquidation damages and rebuilding of RONDO CUSTOMISED
reputations if a failure occurs. DESIGN

BUILDING HEIGHT AND LOCATION
LEVEL OF IMPORTANCE
WIND SPEED
INTERNAL PRESSURES
SEISMIC REQUIREMENTS
FACADE TYPE

Requesting a Rondo design for the first time?
Submit your request here
or visit: https://www.rondo.com.au/support/technical-enquiry-form
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